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IF CHRIST SHOULD NOT RETURN
-WHAT THEN?
I am going to talk to you for a little while this evening
on the subject, "If Christ Should Not Return-What
Then?" My text is the verse in the fourteenth chapter of
John, where the Lord Jesus says, "I WILL COME
AGAIN."
I want to take that text because I do not want you
to question for a moment the certainty of His return. The
Lord Jesus will come. That He will leave the place which
He now occupies at the right hand of God to come in the
clouds of heaven, first to catch away the Church, then to
return to the earth with His saints to cleanse it with His
purifying judgments, and to set up on earth His universal
and everlasting kingdom, is just as clearly set forth in the
Word of God as is His first coming. Not only did the
Lord Jesus speak of this great event again and again, but
the apostles bound it up with every doctrine they taught,
and with every exhortation they gave to Christian living.
You cannot, my friends, find one doctrine or exhorta
tion to Christian living that is not bound up with the
promise of the coming of the Lord; moreover, it is the
promise of the coming of the Lord that makes practical
and gives emphasis to all doctrine and exhortation. When
the Apostle Paul, for instance, would exhort the Chris
tians to attend the services of the Lord's Day, and not
forsake the assembling of themselves together, as the
manner of some is, he does so by an appeal to the immi
nence of the Lord's coming (Hebrews 10:25). He does
not suggest a "Go to Church Sunday," but tells them that
the Lord is coming. When he would inspire them to con
sistent living, he does so by saying, "I pray God your

whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ" (I Thess. 5:23).
[3]
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When he would comfort those who mourn over their
Christian dead, he does so by reminding them of the com
ing of the Lord, in those words of assurance and hope:
"The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout
. . . the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we
ever be with the Lord. WHEREFORE comfort one an
other with these words" (I Thess. 4:16-18). There is
nothing in the world so comforting to the one who looks
into the silent face of a departed loved one as the knowl
edge that one day Jesus is going to return. Therefore,
Paul says, "Wherefore comfort one another with these
words."
When the Apostle James saw that toward the close of
this dispensation there would be unrest among the work
ing classes, and conflict between capital and labor, grow
ing out of the fact that the lawful wage of the laborer is
held back from him; and when he would exhort the
Christian working man to have no part in that movement
of Bolshevism, he does so by saying, "Be patient there
fore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord" (James 5:7).
And I could go on-I could take you from Matthew to
Revelation, mentioning between three and four hundred
passages in all which speak expressly and definitely about
the personal, visible, bodily return of Christ; and yet, in
spite of the fact that every page, as it were, bears witness
to the truth that Christ is soon going to return to the
earth, the average church member today is about as in
different to the Lord's return as His disciples were about
His going away. But after all, this condition is in har
mony with prophecy, for the Apostle Peter says: "There
shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their
own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of His com
ing? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as
they were from the beginning of the creation" (II Peter
3:3, 4).
[4]

The very fact that Christ was not recognized by the
higher religious authorities of His day shows us what a
dangerous thing it is for a man to accept the word of man
in preference to the Word of God. This is the trouble
today. Thousands of people, all down through the ages
have substituted their own philosophy and their own
thinking and opinions for the direct statement of the
Word of God. Jesus says, "I WILL COME AGAIN."
Some years ago during a former pastorate, I was giv
ing a series of addresses to my people on the theme, "The
Return of the Lord Jesus to the Earth." There came into
the service one night a minister, the pastor of another
church in the same town. No sooner had I pronounced
the benediction than this gentleman walked down the
aisle and said, "I cannot agree with you on this subject."
To this I replied, "Well, that is your loss, not mine. I
am giving you God's Word and your controversy is with
Him, not with me." Then we talk until the late hours
of the night. The next day a woman who was a member
of my church and who had overheard a part of our con
versation the night before, called me over the telephone
and said, "I do wish you would not get into these argu
ments." She ended by saying, "After all, you know that
the subject is not a vital one. Suppose Christ should
come, or suppose He should not come-what does it mat
ter anyway?"
And do you know, my friends, all through that day
there was running through my mind this thought, "Sup
pose He should not come!" Then I began to go through
the Word of God to see what was dependent upon the
return of the Lord Jesus, to see what is going to take
place when He does come, things that cannot take place
unless He does come. And as I began to think through
this subject, the world seemed darker and darker until
it was as midnight in my own soul. I began to ask, "What
if Christ should not come?" I want to put before you
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this evening that picture as I saw it in all its darkness,
should our Lord not return to the earth.
I. If Christ Should Not Return, Not One Grave in This
World Containing the Body of a Child of God Would
Ever Open, and Every Christian Would Have Died in
Vain, as Far as the Resurrection of His Body Is Con
cerned.

The Word of God teaches that the body is going to
rise, that the body of your mother and the body of your
child will rise out of that cemetery into which you placed
them. Now friends, you cannot show me in the Word
of God one promise of the resurrection of the body that
is not bound up with the return of the Lord. "The dead
in Christ," says Paul, "shall rise" (I Thess. 4:16-18). The
dead in Christ! Oh, what an expression that is! The dead
in Christ are in every part of the habitable Globe. They
are in graveyards. They are beneath the waves of the sea.
It is estimated that more than three million of God's people
are buried in the catacombs of Rome. The Word of God
says that they are going to rise in the clouds, every man
in his own order; and just as there is a difference in glory
between the stars of the heavens, so shall there be a
difference in the resurrection. But when will that resur
rection take place? It will take place when the Lord Jesus
comes and not until then. If you take the return of the
Lord out of this Book, you may as well go to your cemetery
and pack down those clods upon your hopelessly dead,
and carve upon that stone which bears your mother's
name, or your father's name, these words, "Never more."
They will never rise if Jesus does not come.
When I was in Chicago, I was told the story of a
young girl, seventeen years of age, who had been saved
from Roman Catholicism. She had been seized with gal
loping tuberculosis; and while she was on her death bed,
her parents, her friends, and a representative of their
Church used every argument of their theology to bring
her back into their fold. She steadfastly answered them,
[6]

"No, salvation does not come through penance or ritual,
but through personal faith in Jesus." As a last resort the
priest used this argument, "My child, if you do not come
back, you cannot be buried with us. You cannot be buried
in holy ground." To this the dear girl answered, "Bury
me where you will; but when Jesus comes, He will find
every particle of dust that belongs to Him." Ever since
I heard that triumphant statement of the dying girl, I
have felt that I, too, will not care where they bury me;
for I know that when Jesus comes, He is going to find
every particle of dust that belongs to Him. But, friends,
if Jesus does not come, it does not matter what is done
with the body-it will never come out of the grave, and
death shall be triumphant throughout all the countless
ages of eternity.
II. If Christ Should Not Return, Not One Child of God
Would Ever Be Rewarded for Anything That He Has
Done for the Lord Jesus.

The Word of God teaches that we are saved as sons of
God and we are to be rewarded as servants of God, that
we are saved without works of any kind, in order to do
good works of every kind. The man must be indeed a
puzzle to the angels of God and a delight to the demons
of hell who says he believes on the Lord Jesus, and yet
never puts himself to any inconvenience for God or for
His cause. We are saved to serve. Before Paul died he
said, "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my

course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up
for me a crown of righteousness which the Lord, the
righteous judge, shall give me at that day" (II Tim. 4:7,
8). What day? Why, the day when He returns, because
Jesus said, "Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is
with me" (Rev. 22:12). Paul my friends, has been in
heaven for more than eighteen hundred years, and has
not received that crown yet. He will not get it until Christ
comes; and if Christ does not come, then he will not get
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it at all. If Christ does not come, the martyrs have died in
vain, and every man who has laid down his life for Jesus
has laid down his life in vain, so far as his getting any
recognition in heaven is concerned.
One of the strongest characters I ever met in all my
life was young William Borden. His biography, entitled
"Borden of Yale '09," should be in the hands of every
young Christian. At the age of twenty-one he inherited
a vast amount of money. He was a graduate of Yale
University, and had his life before him. Under these cir
cumstances life in the homeland would have looked very
attractive to the ordinary young man, and it did look
attractive to young William Borden; but he was not an
ordinary young man. He chose to follow a path leading
in the opposite direction from the one many would have
chosen. I was present at his ordination service which was
held in the Moody Church of Chicago. Soon afterwards
he set his face toward China, going out under the China
Inland Mission. On the way to his field he stayed in
Egypt to nurse a missionary who was ill. The missionary
recovered, but young Borden contracted the disease and
very soon passed into the presence of God, leaving his
wealth to faith missions and to soul-winning institutions
like the Moody Church and the Moody Bible Institute.
When the news of his death reached the homeland, many
said, "Oh, what a sacrifice!" when they should have said
"Oh, what a privilege! What a reward he will receive
from Jesus!" But, my friends, he will not get anything
from Jesus if Jesus does not come. Thank God, He is
coming and He will reward every man according as his
works shall be. When we say, "Every man," we mean,
"Every Christian."
III. If Christ Should Not Return, Then There Would Be
Absolutely No Hope for This World.

There will be wars, rumors of wars, famines, pesti
lences, and earthquakes in divers places for all the coming
[8]

countless ages. You and I well know that the history of
this world has been written in blood and tears; and yet,
my friends, in the Word of God there is a day portrayed
-a day of which the prophets have written and the poets
have sung-a day when the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lord, when the nations shall learn the
art of war no more, when the lion shall eat straw like the
ox, and the deserts shall blossom like the rose. There will
come a day when we shall have here heaven upon earth.
That day foretold in the Word of God is always asso
ciated with the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to the
earth; and if Jesus does not come, this world is hopeless.
Have you ever noticed in the Olivet discourse that
when the disciples asked, "What shall be the sign of thy
coming?" (Matt. 24:3), Jesus looked down through the
age and said that kingdom would rise against kingdom
and nation against nation, that false Christs would come,
false prophets would arise. He then went on to portray
His return in glory. What a hopeless world this is going
to be if Jesus does not come in that manner unto the
nations! If Jesus does not come, the nations might well
go on enlarging their armies and navies, building huge
airships and submarines, because there will be need of them
for all future time. These views are not very popular.
A man who talks this way is looked upon as a chronic
pessimist; but the fact remains that, in spite of every
thing pacifists may say, there are more men under arms
right now than there were in 1914 before the war. This
condition can never be changed by the dreams of socialism
or by civilization or by legislation. No matter how sincere
men may be in their efforts to correct things that are
wrong in this world, conditions can never be corrected un
til Jesus comes.
Before the great World War of 1914, representatives
of the Carnegie Peace Foundation were telling us that
there could not be another great war, that a wonderful
palace in The Hague had been built, and that all national
[9]

problems would be solved there. A certain professor
representing this foundation declared to a large audience
in the city of New York, just a few months before the
recent European carnage, that if Germany, England or
America should have any trouble, their statesmen would
meet in The Hague, where the only war would be a war
of words, and the only noise would be that made by pens
as men wrote on sheets of paper the settlement of their
disputes by arbitration. The people applauded loudly.
There was a converted Jew in that meeting, close friend
of mine, a man who knows his Bible. He turned to a
man, a ministerial brother, and said, "Did you ever hear
such nonsense in all your life?" That man turned and
looked at my Jewish friend as though he had escaped
from an insane asylum, as he answered, "Where in the
world have you been living for the last ten years? We are
in the most wonderful age the world ever saw, and the
process of evolution has so eliminated the wild beast
element in man that it is logically impossible for the
world to witness the bloody scenes of battle fields again."
In August, 1914, the professor who gave that address was
in Berlin. Then the war broke out. He was arrested as a
spy and put in a dungeon; and he found that it took more
than talk and the scratching of a pen to keep peace in
the world and to effect his own liberty.
For four years Europe was turned into a vast cemetery.
It is estimated that fifty-four million people died directly
or indirectly as a result of that war. Then the Armistice
was no more than signed when certain ones started to cry
again, "Peace, peace," when there is no peace! How can
there be peace while the Prince of Peace is away? He
was thrust out of this world at the point of the spear.
For nineteen hundred years since then man has demon
strated that he cannot govern himself, and he shall con
tinue to demonstrate this fact until that One Whose right
it is to rule returns to the earth as the earth's rightful
King. Then He shall sweep the earth of all that offends
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and the saved nations only shall be in His Kingdom. The
nations knowing the Prince of Peace will have their
hearts bound together by His wonderful love.
When the war was at its fiercest, I was at a dinner in
Chicago attended by the representatives of twelve nations.
A converted Jew presided. Next to that converted Jew
was a German, and next to the German was I, an English
man. Sitting next to me was an Irishman, and the other
guests represented Japan, Austria, Italy, Africa, China,
and Spain. When we had finished our dinner, we all
joined hands and sang, "Blest be the tie that binds our
hearts in Christian love." We had a wonderful time! Why
were we there while the nations that we represented were
seeking to destroy one another? It was because Jesus was
in our hearts and, my friends, you will never get the
nations to be like that until the Prince of Peace is upon
the earth.
IV. If Christ Should Not Return, the World of Lost
Men Would Go On in Their Sin and Godlessness and
Rejection of Christ Without Any Fear of the Future,
for Then There Would Be No Judgment Day and No
Time of Reckoning.

The Word of God tells us that God has appointed a
day in which He shall judge this world by Jesus Christ,
Whom He hath ordained as the righteous Judge of all the
earth. In that day every man as he stands before Christ
will face his own record, a biography that God Himself
has written, recording the things left undone that should
have been done, the things done that should not have been
done-the words and the thoughts as well as the deeds.
Men today write their auto-biographies. Sometimes friends
write biographies of friends. In these man-made biog
raphies the good is recorded and the bad often times
left out; but in God's biography of man the bad goes in
as well as the good. One day that record will be spread
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out in panoramic view and the sinner will be condemned
by it.
When will this day of judgment take place? The
Word of God always associates it with the return of the
Son of God. (See Matthew 25:31; II Thess. 7:9; Rev. 20).
The saddest stories of life have never been told. The in
justices that have been perpetrated upon the weak and the
unsuspecting must rise up before God like a breath from
hell. Very few of the human monsters responsible for
life's tragedies have ever been brought into the court of
human justice; but into a court of Divine justice they will
be brought, for the Son of God shall come. He shall sit
upon the throne of His glory, and before Him shall be
gathered evil doers. Well may men fear that day, for
Jesus will certainly come. But if Christ should not come,
then evil doers, even the most devilish, would have nothing
to fear, for there would not be a day of reckoning.
V. If Christ Should Not Return, the Jewish Nation Would
Have No Hope and Would Never Be Converted.

My friends, the Word of God tells us that the Jewish
nation is going to be converted in a day, and that day will
be when they see Christ coming in glory, when they look
upon Him Whom they have pierced, and mourn as one
mourneth for his own son. (Zech. 12:10). I believe that
day is rapidly drawing nigh; and I believe that the Jew,
as a nation, going back to the land of Palestine now, is
getting ready for that day when heaven shall open and
when Jesus shall descend in power and great glory. They
shall see the marks of the nails in His hands and in His
feet; and seeing them, they shall say, "What are these
wounds in thine hands?" Then the Son of God shall an
swer, "Those with which I was wounded in the house of
my friends" (Zech 13:6). The nation of Israel will at
once recognize that the Angel of the Covenant in the Old
Testament and Jesus of the New are identical. Zachariah
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says that in that day there shall be a fountain open for
cleansing for the nation of Israel, and that fountain shall
be none other than the blood shed on Calvary, in which
they shall trust for the washing away of their sins. But
this wonderful event will never take place if Jesus does
not come.
VI. If Christ Should Not Return, Then the Devil Would
Never Be Round.

I tell you that there is no hope for the world while the
devil is the prince of this world. I do not know anyone
who can bind him but Christ. This great event is por
trayed in the twentieth chapter of Revelation. I heard a
speaker once declare that the women would bind the devil
when they got the franchise. They have that now, and
yet I do not see any evidence of the binding of Satan in
Canada, and there is very little evidence of any change
in Chicago or New York. In spite of every honest effort
made by well meaning reformers and uplifters, the devil
is unbound and will continue to be until the Son of God
descends from heaven. What a picture that is in Revela
tion! John sees the heavens open, and one comes forth
as King of kings and Lord of lords, wearing many crowns.
He takes the devil, casts him into the bottomless pit, and
later, after he is loosed for a little season for a definite
purpose, the Lord Jesus takes him and casts him into the
lake of fire.
Oh, my friends,
had no hope of the
thank God, Jesus is
"I will come again

what a nightmare life woud be if we
coming again of the Lord Jesus! But
coming again! Listen to His promise:

. . . the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout" (John 14:3; I Thess. 4:16).
I like that word, "himself"-the Lord Himself. Now, folk
try to explain away the coming of the Lord; but, my
friends, they cannot explain away that personal pronoun,
"Himself." When the Lord Jesus comes to take away the
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Church, He is coming personally for His bride. He is not
trusting that privilege even to the archangel, Michael. It
would be wonderful, indeed, to have an angel or an arch
angel come for us; but infinitely more wonderful is it to
read that the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven for
His own.
I preached on this subject in Minneapolis some time
ago when several ministers were in the audience. At the
close of the service, one of them said to me, "Your inter
pretation is all wrong. The coming of the Lord is not to
be physical, but spiritual." I asked, "In what way then
is He going to come?" and he answered, "In the move
ments that are in the world." Then I asked, "What move
ments?" to which he replied, "All the new inventions and
discoveries that make life easier and happier. All these
gifts," he continued, "are the coming of the Lord. Why,
the Lord is coming every day, and is bringing in enlighten
ment." I opened my Bible at I Thess. 4:16 and read to
him these words, "The Lord himself shall descend." In
deed, every Christian is thankful for the gifts the Lord
sends, but there is a great difference between the Lord's
gifts and the Lord Himself; and we are told that the
Lord Himself is going to come.
When I left Australia some years ago, I said to my
mother, "Mother, if God spares me I will come back to
see you." During the years intervening she was waiting
and watching for me. Had you gone to Australia at that
time and said, "Mrs. Talbot, what are you waiting for?"
she would have replied, "My boy is in America and is go
ing to come back." "Going to come back-what do you
mean?" you might have asked. "Surely you are not ex
pecting a personal, visible, actual coming!" "Yes," she
would have replied, "that's the way he is going to come."
But you might have replied, "Oh, he didn't mean that;
you are mistaken in regard to his intentions." "Well,
what did he mean then?" my mother would have asked;
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whereupon you might have said, "Do you ever get any
letters from him? Do you ever receive any gifts? Does
he ever send you anything for your birthday? Well, that
is what he meant. He is coming in all these things, in all
these gifts." "Why," my mother would have answered,
"I appreciate his gifts, but that isn't what he meant, for
he said that he would come back." Some years afterwards
I did cross the ocean, walked down the gangplank from
the steamer, and said, "Mother, here I am." I myself had
returned.
So, my friends, while we thank God for every gift He
sends during His absence, yet we long most for that
blessed day when He Himself shall come and we shall see
Him. "The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with
a shout." Therefore, because He is coming, we can look
into the graveyards and can say, "The dead in Christ
shall rise." Because He is coming, we can work for Christ
and know that our labor is not in vain in the Lord. Be
cause He is coming, we know that there is going to be an
era of peace and righteousness. Because He is coming,
we know that there is hope for Israel. Because He is
coming, there will be for evil doers a day of judgment and
reckoning. Because He is coming, we know that the devil
is going to be bound, and that the earth shall be filled
with righteousness and peace.
"Jesus shall reign where'er the sun
Doth His successive journeys run."
Our hope is not in vain, for His promise is sure, "I will
come again."
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